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This study focuses on the literacy transmission guideline for preserving “Xin Tian You” folk
songs in Northern Shaanxi, China. The purpose of the research is to explore effective strategies
and approaches to enhance the transmission and preservation of this cultural heritage. Key
informants for this study consist of scholar informants, casual informants, and general informants
who possess knowledge and experience in “Xin Tian You” folk songs. The data analysis involves
fieldwork, interviews, and questionnaires to gather qualitative data, which are analyzed to identify
patterns and trends. The research findings highlight the impact of socio-cultural changes on the
transmission and preservation of “Xin Tian You,” as well as the importance of strengthening
support, embracing innovation, preserving and disseminating the songs, increasing publicity,
and media coordination. The study concludes that by implementing these strategies and fostering
literacy transmission, “Xin Tian You” can be preserved and transmitted to future generations,
contributing to the cultural heritage of Northern Shaanxi and the development of traditional folk

music in China.
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INTRODUCTION

The preservation of folk songs holds immense cultural sig-
nificance, providing valuable insights into historical life and
representing the treasures of a nation. Among the diverse ar-
ray of Chinese folk songs, “Xin Tian You” stands out as a
representative Han folk song distributed in northern Shaanxi
Province (Lau, 1991; Sun, 2004; Jin, 2011; Li, 2018; Fang,
2022). With its profound cultural background, this folk song
offers an intuitive reflection of daily life and serves as an
important medium for expressing the feelings of the people
in northern Shaanxi. However, the transmission and preser-
vation of “Xin Tian You” have faced challenges in recent
years, leading to a decline in enthusiasm and knowledge
about this folk song, particularly among the younger gener-
ation (Harris, 2005; Law, & Ho, 2011; Jiang, 2014; Yang &
Welch, 2014).

“Xin Tian You” is sung in the vast wilderness and on the
high loess slopes of northern Shaanxi, characterized by a raw
and natural ambiance, as people believe in the sky and sing
their hearts out (Zhang, 2014; Chen et al., 2015; He, 2020).
Its unrestrained and open rhythm, combined with touching
melodies, embodies the bold and capable character of the
people in this region. The singing of “Xin Tian You” is in-
fluenced by the daily habits of northern Shaanxi’s inhabi-
tants, who often engage in loud conversations and shouts
on the slopes, creating a natural melodic quality. This close
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relationship between their daily lives and the singing of “Xin
Tian You” enhances its ability to convey the desolate and
unrestrained beauty of the loess plateau, integrating the cul-
tural essence of the region (Ji, 2016; Bi, 2017; Wang, 2017,
Li, 2021).

As an integral part of the cultural landscape of north-
ern Shaanxi, “Xin Tian You” has long been cherished for
its lingering melodies, beautiful compositions, and profound
emotions in its lyrics. It has been regarded as one of the
most distinctive folk songs in the region, resonating with the
masses and expressing various aspects of life, including the
struggles and resistance faced by women in marriage and
family life, the hardships of porters and their yearning for
home, and the aspirations of working people for a better fu-
ture (Sun, 2011; Lam, 2000; Pang et al., 2016). Over time,
“Xin Tian You” has become an indispensable art form for
expressing feelings and has closely intertwined with the rev-
olutionary struggle, with numerous songs dedicated to prais-
ing the party, leaders, revolution, and the new way of life
(Hung, 1996; Yu, 2009; Qifei, 2022; Meng et al., 2022).

However, in recent years, the popularity of learning “Xin
Tian You” has gradually waned, and even in its local area,
fewer people can hum the melodies as before. The severe
impact of foreign and pop music has contributed to the de-
clining market share of northern Shaanxi folk songs, with
fewer transmitters and singers actively engaging with this
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cultural heritage. As rapid economic development reshapes
lifestyles, the traditional scenes of singing “Xin Tian You” on
the loess slopes have faded away, threatening the transmis-
sion and preservation of this precious cultural form (Hung,
1993; Gibbs, 2013; Champadaeng et al., 2023ab; Juan, 2023;
Erjian & Chuangprakhon, 2023).

To address these challenges, it is crucial to develop a
comprehensive literacy transmission guideline from an edu-
cational perspective. This guideline will focus on innovative
methodologies, educational practices, and creative applica-
tions of theories to ensure the preservation and longevity of
“Xin Tian You” folk songs in northern Shaanxi, China. By
emphasizing the importance of education and literacy in re-
vitalizing interest and knowledge about “Xin Tian You,” we
can safeguard this cultural heritage for future generations.
Through research on the musical characteristics, historical
development, and examples of “Xin Tian You,” we can gain
a deeper understanding of its artistic value and explore ef-
fective preservation and dissemination measures. Drawing
lessons from history, we can identify and address the chal-
lenges faced in transmitting and preserving “Xin Tian You,”
ensuring that this unique cultural treasure remains protected
and cherished amidst the changing cultural landscape.

Research Question

- What educational strategies and approaches can be im-
plemented to enhance literacy transmission and ensure
the preservation of “Xin Tian You” folk songs in north-
ern Shaanxi, China?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Exploration of Folk Songs in Northern Shaanxi

The cultural richness of northern Shaanxi is reflected in its
diverse array of folk songs, as discussed by Liu (2022) in “A
Research of Music Culture in Yan’an, Northern Shaanxi,” and
Liu (2010) in “Northern Shaanxi Folk Songs.” These folk songs,
including “Xin Tian You”, chant, ditty, wine song, and Yulin
ditty, embody the essence of folk song culture in the region.
The chant, sung by individuals engaged in farm work, features
prominent examples such as the Yellow River boatman chant
and tamping chant, which highlight the distinct characteristics
of northern Shaanxi folk songs. The boatmen, who predomi-
nantly travel between Shanxi and Shaanxi, rely on ferrying and
short-distance transportation for their livelihood. The renowned
Yellow River boatman’s song comprises various tunes, exem-
plifying the diversity within folk songs. Ditties, also known as
urban folk songs, demonstrate a meticulous structure, lively
melodies, and four distinct singing forms, representing a broad-
er artistic dimension within the folk song repertoire.

Moreover, Liu (2010) emphasizes the significance of folk
songs in northern Shaanxi, commonly referred to as “folk
songs” or “sour songs” in the local context. With over 20
main types, including “Xin Tian You”, minor songs, wine
songs, and Yulin ditty, the region becomes a vibrant hub for
folk songs, with “Xin Tian You” are standing out as the most
distinctive and representative variant.

Further research in the classification of folk songs in
northern Shaanxi is found in various documents such as
He (2013) “The Minister Poet Coming Out of the Canal,”
Chen (2014) “A Yangko Dancer,” Shang (2017) “The
Living Environment of Folk Songs in Northern Shaanxi,”
and Zhang (2020) “Language Research of Northern Shaanxi
Folk Songs from the Perspective of Oral Tradition.”

Influences of Northern Shaanxi Customs on “Xin Tian
You” Folk Songs

The customs and culture of northern Shaanxi play a signif-
icant role in shaping and influencing the essence of “Xin
Tian You” folk songs. Ho (2006) explored this relation-
ship in “ Social change and nationalism in China’s popular
songs,” highlighting the deep-rooted connection between
northern Shaanxi folk songs and various aspects of local
life, including astronomical geography, local conditions,
labor production, marriage and love, life interests, and so-
cial contradictions. These folk songs exhibit a diverse range
of genres, encompassing not only minor songs and labor
songs but also religious songs, wine songs, yangko songs,
and revolutionary songs. Each genre possesses unique mu-
sical characteristics and styles, providing multifaceted in-
sights into the true temperament of the local people (Chen
& Chonpairot, 2022).

Additionally, Ai (2012) delved into the relationship be-
tween northern Shaanxi’s food culture and folk songs in “On
Food Metaphors in Northern Shaanxi Folk Songs.” The ar-
ticle highlighted the abundant use of food metaphors within
northern Shaanxi folk songs, emphasizing how these meta-
phors effectively convey the thoughts and experiences of the
working masses in northern Shaanxi. Other related works
supporting this perspective include Hu (2004) “Cognitive
Metaphor,” Wang and Li (2005) “Northern Shaanxi Folk
Songs and Customs,” and Huo (2006) ‘“Northern Shaanxi
Folk Songs.”

Based on the literature reviewed, it is evident that the
customs and culture of northern Shaanxi exert a significant
influence on the musical content and creation of “Xin Tian
You” folk songs. The dialects derived from these customs
are reflected in the lyrics of “Xin Tian You,” offering valu-
able insights for analyzing its distinct musical characteris-
tics. The literature also highlights the diverse array of folk
songs in northern Shaanxi, each possessing its own unique
musical content and characteristics. A comprehensive un-
derstanding of these various folk song types is crucial for
establishing connections and distinctions, thereby facilitat-
ing a deeper exploration of the specific musical content and
characteristics exhibited in “Xin Tian You.”

METHOD

Key Informants

The selection of key informants is based on these criteria,
which categorize informants into three groups: Scholar
Informants, Casual Informants, and General Informants.
Table 1 provides more details about the informants.
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Table 1. Criteria for selecting key informants

Informant Criteria for Selection
Group
Scholar - More than 30 years of performance experience
Informants in singing Xin Tian You
- Has won important awards above the provincial
level
- Experts and scholars in the field
Casual - Actors with acting experience
Informants - Young singers
General - Individuals with a deep understanding of the
Informants history of Xin Tian You
- Audience members without any performance
experience

Data Collection

This study employs a comprehensive approach that com-
bines the following research methods to gather, analyze, and
interpret data pertaining to the preservation and transmission
of “Xin Tian You” folk songs:

Fieldwork

Through immersive experiences and observations, fieldwork
allows researchers to directly engage with the cultural con-
text and communities where “Xin Tian You” is practiced.
This method provides a deeper understanding of the social
and historical contexts surrounding the transmission and
performance of these folk songs (Huang, 2021).

Interviews

Conducting interviews with individuals involved in the pres-
ervation and transmission of “Xin Tian You” folk songs en-
able researchers to collect firsthand accounts and personal
experiences. These interviews capture narratives, perspec-
tives, and individual stories that contribute to a comprehen-
sive understanding of the folk song genre (Wan, 2021).

Questionnaire

By utilizing structured questionnaires, researchers gather
qualitative data from a diverse range of participants, includ-
ing practitioners and enthusiasts of “Xin Tian You”. The re-
sponses obtained through questionnaires are analyzed and
interpreted to identify patterns and trends, contributing to a
holistic exploration of the cultural, historical, and musical
aspects of the folk song genre (Guo & Zhao, 2020).

By integrating these research methods, this study aims to
provide a multi-dimensional exploration of “Xin Tian You”
folk songs, ultimately establishing a literacy transmission
guideline for their preservation and continued vitality.

Data Analysis

The data collected through various research methods, including
fieldwork, interviews, and questionnaires, was subjected to rig-
orous analysis to derive meaningful insights for the preservation

and transmission of “Xin Tian You” folk songs. Qualitative anal-
ysis involved identifying themes, patterns, and codes within the
qualitative data findings. Comparative analysis was conducted
to compare data from different sources, and the interpreted and
synthesized findings provided a comprehensive understanding
of the cultural significance and musical characteristics of “Xin
Tian You”. This data analysis process aimed to contribute to the
development of a literacy transmission guideline to ensure the
continued vitality of “Xin Tian You” folk songs.

RESULTS

The Development of “Xin Tian You”

The development of “Xin Tian You” since the reform and
opening up period (late 1980s to present) has seen a signifi-
cant impact on folk songs in northern Shaanxi. With the wave
of reform and opening up, a new style of popular “lyrical
songs” emerged, breaking away from previous artistic styles
and content. This period marked the rise of the “Northwest
Wind” movement, characterized by songs with strong north-
ern Shaanxi characteristics and imagery of the Loess Plateau.
Iconic songs like “Xin Tian You” and “I bow my head to the
valley” became immensely popular and represented a depar-
ture from the politicized folk songs of the 1950s and 1960s.
The development of Chinese cinema also played a role in pro-
moting northern Shaanxi folk songs, with films like “Life”” and
“Yellow Earth” incorporating traditional folk songs into their
soundtracks, further spreading the popularity of “Xin Tian
You”. Under the market economy, “Xin Tian You” remains
close to the lives of the people, expressing their emotions and
reflecting the changing realities of rural life. However, the fast-
paced modern society has posed challenges to the preservation
and transmission of folk songs, with the disappearance of tra-
ditional culture and the decline of peasant singers. The current
situation calls for the recognition and protection of traditional
folk songs to ensure their continuation, as shown in Table 2.

Transmission and Preservation of “Xin Tian You”
during the May 4™ Movement and the Agrarian
Revolution

Through field investigation and interviews with knowledge-
able individuals, insights were gained into the transmission
and preservation methods of “Xin Tian You” during the May
4™ Movement and the Agrarian Revolution. Informants re-
vealed that during this period, the people endured oppression
and suffering, leading them to spontaneously create songs as
a means of expressing their pain while working in the fields.
The era of oppression, marked by figures like Liu Zhidan,
ignited a desire for resistance and sparked the emergence of
numerous songs centered around Liu Zhidan as a theme.
These songs were crafted by ordinary individuals, relying
on existing melodies of “Xin Tian You.” Notably, there were
no written music scores, and the songs were transmitted oral-
ly without formal singing skills. They were often sung col-
lectively, with a lack of solo performances. The interviews
highlighted that the transmission and preservation of “Xin
Tian You” during the May 4" Movement and the Agrarian
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Revolution were primarily driven by the content expressing
anti-oppression sentiments. Farmers, without formal com-
position training, composed and sang these songs sponta-
neously during their daily farming activities, incorporating
the familiar tune of «Xin Tian You” that existed at that time.

Transmission and Preservation of “Xin Tian You”
during the War of Resistance against Japan and the
War of Liberation

During the War of Resistance against Japan and the War of
Liberation, social factors influenced the transmission and
preservation of “Xin Tian You.” Interviews with informants
revealed some key contexts during this period. The people of
northern Shaanxi and the Red Army, led by Chairman Mao,
wholeheartedly fought against the Japanese invasion during
the War of Resistance against Japan. This resistance move-
ment boosted the morale of the people.

During the War of Liberation, men from northern Shaanxi
actively joined the army, while women at home longed for
their husbands. Numerous songs depicting the life and emo-
tions of the people emerged during this period. Chairman
Mao’s “Speech at the Yan’an Forum on Literature and Art”
inspired enthusiasm for creation. Professional composers
collected and organized “Xin Tian You” to protect and in-
herit it. This led to the emergence of “Xin Tian You” with
diverse themes. The creation of “Xin Tian You” reached its
peak during this period, and many songs were passed down
through notation. Solo singing gained prominence, and many
singers emerged as transmitters of “Xin Tian You.” There
was a social form where transmitters recruited apprentices to
teach and sing “Xin Tian You.” The recruitment of appren-
tices by transmitters had several benefits:

1. Transmitters possessed beautiful timbre, allowing them
to lead collective performances with loud and melodi-
ous singing. “Xin Tian You” served as a source of relief
and ignited labor enthusiasm during field breaks, effec-
tively preserving the songs.

2. This approach facilitated the development of personal
singing characteristics. Each transmitter had a unique

Table 2. Chronology of the development of Xin Tian you

voice condition and perception of music, resulting in
diverse singing styles and enriching the overall style of
“Xin Tian You.”

3. Having fixed transmitters aided in preserving and cre-
ating scores. The melody of “Xin Tian You” was less
likely to be forgotten, and knowledgeable transmitters
could record and create simple music scores, ensuring
better preservation.

The interviews highlighted that the transmission and
preservation of “Xin Tian You” during this period differed
significantly from that of the May 4" Movement and the
Agrarian Revolution. Under the influence of Chairman Mao,
«Xin Tian You” was reorganized, and new creations emerged,
leading to the appearance of clear scores. This social factor
also contributed to the development of transmitters, resulting
in the successful transmission and preservation of “Xin Tian
You.” The summary as shown in Table 3.

Transmission and Preservation of “Xin Tian You” since
the Reform and Opening Up

Since the reform and opening up, rural areas in China have
undergone significant social and economic transformations.
The shift from collective production to individual house-
hold production through the household contract system has
changed the rural lifestyle. Consequently, the communal
work scenes where “Xin Tian You” was traditionally sung
have disappeared, resulting in a decline in individuals capa-
ble of performing the song and hindering its preservation.
A questionnaire survey conducted in Wangjiaping Village,
Shamaotou Town, Yulin City, Shaanxi Province, revealed
that while some elderly villagers could still sing “Xin Tian
You,” the younger generation either had limited knowledge
of the song or could no longer sing it themselves. Economic
development and rural-to-urban migration have contributed
to a disconnection from rural roots and a diminished interest
in traditional folk songs among the younger generation. The
popularity of modern Chinese pop music and foreign music
has further influenced their musical preferences.

Period Factors

Development of Xin Tian You

Effect of the Development

1920s to late 1930s The May 4% Movement and

Agrarian Revolution

1930s to the 1980s The War of Resistance Against

Japan and the War of Liberation

1980s to present The reform and opening up

Content of lyrics and singing form

Singing function, singing form,
and singing content

Reduced audience

Spread in Northwest China

Spread throughout the country's
revolutionary regions

Challenges in the transmission
of Xin Tian You

Table 3. Summary during the war of resistance against Japan and the war of liberation

Period Social Factors Transmission and Preservation
War of Resistance People of northern Shaanxi and the Improvised singing by the people expressing their resistance.
Against Japan Red Army resisted the invasion.

War of Liberation Active participation in the army;

separation of men and women.

Songs describing life and emotions emerged; professional
collection; notation and solo singing; recruitment of apprentices.
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The passing of elderly villagers, who were proficient
in singing “Xin Tian You,” has also had an impact on its
transmission and preservation. The remaining transmit-
ters occasionally teach and sing songs to their children and
grandchildren, resulting in a small number of young children
who can still hum “Xin Tian You.” However, these efforts
are insufficient to overcome the broader challenges faced in
preserving and transmitting the song.

The interviews with the informants shed light on the
significant challenges encountered in the transmission and
preservation of “Xin Tian You” during this period. Economic
changes, urbanization, and the influence of popular music
have contributed to a decline in interest and love for the song
among the younger generation. The loss of elderly transmit-
ters has further impeded preservation efforts. Urgent action
is needed to address these challenges and ensure the con-
tinued transmission and preservation of “Xin Tian You” for
future generations.

Transmission and Preservation Strategies for “Xin Tian
You”

The investigation and research conducted indicate that “Xin
Tian You” has encountered significant challenges in terms of
transmission and preservation in contemporary times. The
song has lost its foundation for survival and has witnessed
a decline in the number of singers who can inherit and per-
form it. The influence of foreign and popular music, coupled
with the commercialization of music, has resulted in a de-
crease in the market share of folk songs in northern Shaanxi.
Consequently, more young people are drawn to pop music,
and the enthusiasm for traditional folk songs, including “Xin
Tian You,” has waned.

Considering the current socio-cultural landscape, it be-
comes crucial to explore effective ways to integrate tradi-
tional folk music, such as “Xin Tian You,” with the needs
of economic and social development. It is essential to find
a balance between the artistic value of “Xin Tian You” and
the material interests within the market economy. Achieving
transmission and preservation while fostering innovation
and safeguarding interests becomes an urgent task.

In interviews, informants provided valuable suggestions
regarding the preservation and transmission of “Xin Tian
You.” Their insights are as follows:

1. Strengthen support and promotion: Relevant cultural
departments should actively support and promote “Xin
Tian You.” Initiatives such as organizing “Xin Tian You”
singing competitions and rewarding winners based on
local crop characteristics can help mobilize people’s en-
thusiasm to learn and sing the song.

2. Embrace innovation: To keep pace with society’s develop-
ment and changing aesthetic tastes, Northern Shaanxi folk
songs, including “Xin Tian You,” should incorporate new
elements from pop music, rock music, and modern sym-
phonies. Encouraging new creations and artistic expres-
sions can help revitalize and modernize “Xin Tian You.”

3. Preserve and disseminate: Collect and organize ex-
isting “Xin Tian You” compositions using modern

audio-visual means. Create a comprehensive collection
of “Xin Tian You” folk songs, preserving them in writ-
ten form, including tunes and lyrics.

4. Increase publicity: Enhance the promotion of “Xin Tian
You” through the cultural departments of local govern-
ments. Regularly organizing “Xin Tian You” competi-
tions and leveraging media channels to publicize and
raise awareness of this folk song can contribute to its
preservation and transmission.

5. Media coordination: Collaborate with local TV stations
to increase cultural programming that highlights the
folk songs of “Xin Tian You,” providing broader expo-
sure and access to the song.

Based on the interviews and questionnaire results, the
following recommendations can be made:

1. Strengthen training and education for transmitters to en-
sure the continuity of the traditional transmission chain.

2. Embrace innovation and diversify the forms of “Xin Tian
You” to align with contemporary tastes and preferences.

3. Comprehensively collect existing compositions, edit,
and publish books, and utilize modern technology to re-
cord relevant video materials.

4. Increase the publicity efforts of government cultural de-
partments and establish a mechanism for regular “Xin
Tian You” competitions.

5. Utilize media channels to coordinate with local TV sta-
tions in promoting the folk songs of “Xin Tian You.”

“Xin Tian You” holds significant importance in China’s
national music, portraying the social life and emotional
world of the people in northern Shaanxi. Its melodious and
concise tunes represent the essence of original ecological
music. Preserving and transmitting “Xin Tian You” not only
contributes to the research of northern Shaanxi’s history, cul-
ture, society, and economy but also fosters the development
of traditional folk music in China. The researcher’s preserva-
tion and transmission methods, as derived from extensive in-
vestigations, invite readers to engage in deep contemplation
and exploration. The summary as shown in Table 4.

Implementing these strategies can help address the chal-
lenges faced in the transmission and preservation of “Xin
Tian You.” By combining traditional values with innovation,
promoting awareness, and investing in education and train-
ing, “Xin Tian You” can be preserved and transmitted to fu-
ture generations. This will not only contribute to the cultural
heritage of northern Shaanxi but also ensure the develop-
ment of traditional folk music in China.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The discussion of this study revolves around the literacy
transmission guideline for preserving “Xin Tian You” folk
songs in Northern Shaanxi, China. The research aimed to
explore effective strategies and approaches to enhance the
transmission and preservation of this cultural heritage. Based
on the introduction, literature review, research methods, and
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Table 4. Summary transmission and preservation strategies for “Xin Tian You”

Strategies

Description

Strengthen support and
promotion
Embrace innovation

Preserve and disseminate

Increase publicity

Cultural departments should actively support and promote "Xin Tian You" through initiatives like
singing competitions and rewarding winners based on crops.

Incorporate elements from pop music, rock music, and modern symphonies to revitalize and
modernize "Xin Tian You" and cater to changing aesthetic tastes.

Collect and organize existing "Xin Tian You" compositions, creating a comprehensive collection in
written form with tunes and lyrics.

Enhance promotion through cultural departments and organize regular "Xin Tian You" competitions.

Utilize media channels for broader awareness.

Media coordination
of "Xin Tian You."

Strengthen training and
education

Diversify the forms of

"Xin Tian You" preferences.
Comprehensively collect
and publish video materials.

Collaborate with local TV stations to increase cultural programming that showcases the folk songs
Ensure the continuity of the transmission chain by providing training and education for transmitters.
Explore new artistic expressions and forms for "Xin Tian You" to align with contemporary tastes and

Gather existing compositions and publish books while using modern technology to record relevant

research results, the discussion will evaluate the findings and
their consistency with theoretical principles.

The preservation of folk songs, including “Xin Tian You,”
is of immense cultural significance as it provides valuable
insights into historical life and represents the treasures of a
nation (Lau, 1991; Sun, 2004). However, the transmission
and preservation of “Xin Tian You” have faced challenges
in recent years, with a decline in enthusiasm and knowledge
about the song, especially among the younger generation
(Harris, 2005; Law & Ho, 2011).

The literature review highlighted the exploration of folk
songs in Northern Shaanxi, with “Xin Tian You” being a
representative Han folk song in the region (Liu, 2022; Liu,
2010). The diverse array of folk songs in Northern Shaanxi,
including chant, ditty, wine song, and Yulin ditty, embodies
the essence of folk song culture (Liu, 2010). The customs
and culture of Northern Shaanxi play a significant role in
shaping and influencing the essence of “Xin Tian You” folk
songs (Ho, 2006; Ai, 2012).

The research methods employed in this study, including
fieldwork, interviews, and questionnaires, provided a com-
prehensive approach to gathering and analyzing data (Huang,
2021; Wan, 2021; Guo & Zhao, 2020). These methods facili-
tated an in-depth exploration of the transmission and preser-
vation of “Xin Tian You” in various historical periods, such
as the May 4" Movement, the Agrarian Revolution, the War
of Resistance against Japan, and the War of Liberation.

The research results shed light on the transmission and
preservation of “Xin Tian You” during different historical peri-
ods. The May 4% Movement and the Agrarian Revolution saw
the spontaneous creation and oral transmission of songs ex-
pressing resistance and anti-oppression sentiments (Informant
Interviews). In contrast, the War of Resistance against Japan and
the War of Liberation witnessed the organized collection, nota-
tion, and solo singing of «Xin Tian You,” as well as the recruit-
ment of apprentices for transmission (Informant Interviews).

Since the reform and opening up, economic and social
transformations have posed challenges to the transmission

and preservation of “Xin Tian You” (Questionnaire Survey).
The influence of popular music, urbanization, and the loss of
elderly transmitters have contributed to a decline in interest
and knowledge of the song among the younger generation
(Informant Interviews). Urgent action is needed to address
these challenges and ensure the continued transmission and
preservation of “Xin Tian You” for future generations.

The research conclusion is consistent with the research
findings and theoretical principles. The literacy transmission
guideline for preserving “Xin Tian You” suggests various
strategies, including strengthening support and promotion,
embracing innovation, preserving, and disseminating the
songs, increasing publicity, media coordination, strengthen-
ing training and education, and diversifying the forms of “Xin
Tian You” (Informant Interviews; Questionnaire Survey).
These strategies align with the need to integrate traditional
folk music with the needs of economic and social develop-
ment while safeguarding its artistic value (Introduction).

In conclusion, the preservation and transmission of “Xin Tian
You” folk songs in Northern Shaanxi, China, face challenges in
the contemporary landscape. However, the research findings
support the development of a literacy transmission guideline that
incorporates innovative strategies, education, and promotion to
ensure the continuation and revitalization of this cultural heri-
tage. By combining traditional values with modern approach-
es, “Xin Tian You” can be preserved and transmitted to future
generations, contributing to the cultural heritage of Northern
Shaanxi and the development of traditional folk music in China.
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