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The present study highlights the pronunciation problems of English diphthongs sounds. The
significance of this study some Saudi students as EFL sometimes face many problems when
they speak English language. Pronunciation of diphthongs sounds is one of these problems.
Students do not pay attention to diphthongs’ pronunciation in speaking. Consequently, they do
not concentrate on diphthongs sounds. The researcher used Statistical Analytical Method. The
data were collected by two tools; oral recorded and written tests. Students asked to pronounce
twenty-five words contained diphthongs sounds on written sheets. Also, a written test took place
for the same words, to put them into correct columns. The study participants contained twenty-
five students from English department. The study arrived at the following results: Saudi students
face problems in pronouncing centering diphthongs sounds ending in /19/, /ea/ and /va/ sounds.
They mispronounced diphthongs words contain closing diphthongs sounds ending in /e1/, /a1r/ and
/o1/sounds. Students did not have enough ability to pronounce closing diphthongs sounds ending
in /ou/ and /au sounds. The recommendations of this study: students need more exercises about
centering diphthongs sounds. They need more practices about closing diphthongs in general.

Saudi students highly need to check their dictionaries to correct their pronunciation.

Key words: L1; First Language, EFL: English Foreign Learners, EDS: English Diphthongs
Sound, BP: British Pronunciation, SBP: Standard British Pronunciation

INTRODUCTION

Pronunciation is a key to understand other people’s speech
production and words to get their messages correctly. (Harm-
er, 2006, p.183) stated that ‘pronunciation will give the ad-
vantage not only in production, but also in the understanding
of spoken language’. Pronunciation defines by many dictio-
naries one of them (Hornby, 1995, p.928) defined ‘Pronun-
ciation can be defined as ‘the way of producing the sounds
used to make meaning when speaking’. This study concerns
with pronunciation problems of diphthongs sounds. So, the
definition of the term diphthongs is very important. A diph-
thong is an action of moving one sound to another easily
without stopping and without effort or noise to pronounce as
one sound. It is a combination of two vowels, the first vowel
indicates where the tongue starts and the second indicates
where it ends. Another definition of a diphthong sound de-
fines as a vowel sound in which the tongue changes position
to produce the sound of two vowels. There are three main
diphthongs sounds groups /i/,/e/ ,and /u/. The description
of the diphthong depends on four main points: The type of
diphthongs, the tongue’s positions, the lips’ position and the
jaw opening situations. Pronunciation of diphthongs sounds
causes problems to some Saudi students at faculty of Scienc-

Published by Australian International Academic Centre PTY.LTD.

es and Arts, in Almandag at Albaha University in Saudi Ara-
bia. Some students face problems to pronounce diphthongs
in general. Diphthongs sounds differ from other vowels con-
sequently to that, their pronunciations are difficult. English
diphthongs sounds contain two main groups; centering and
closing. Closing diphthongs divide into two groups which
end in /1/. and / v/ sounds. Centering includes only group /o/
sound.

This study tries to solve the pronunciation problems of
English diphthong sounds face some Saudi students. The re-
searcher realises that there are many mistakes during their
communications inside the college. In this study, the re-
searcher tries to investigate this problem.

Also, this study designs to achieve the following aims:
To let Saudi students, pronounce diphthongs words end in /o/
sounds correctly. To let them, pronounce diphthongs words
end in /1/ sounds accurately. To let the students, pronounce
diphthongs words end in /u/ sounds without mistakes.

By the end of this study, the researcher tries to answer
the following questions too. Do Saudi students pronounce
words contain diphthongs words ending in /o/ sounds cor-
rectly? Do they pronounce words contain diphthongs ending
in /1/ sounds without mistakes? Do Saudi students pronounce
words contain diphthongs ending in /u/ sounds accurately?
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In this study, the following hypotheses have been
designed too:1. Saudi students pronounce words contain
diphthongs end in /o/ sounds correctly. 2.They pronounce
words contain diphthongs end in /1/ sounds without mistakes.

3.Students pronounce words contain diphthongs end in
/v/ sounds accurate.

THEORETICAL FRAME WORK

A diphthong is derived from Greek. It literally means ‘hav-
ing two sounds’, it is an action of moving one sound to an-
other easily without stopping and without effort or noise to
pronounce as one sound. It is a combination of two vowels,
the first vowel indicates where the tongue starts and the sec-
ond indicates where it ends. There are two main diphthongs
groups centering include /5 / and closing includes / 1/ and /v/.
According to, (O’Connor, 1980,p.84) defined ‘A diphthong
is a glide from one vowel to another, and the whole glide
acts like one of the long, simple vowels; so we have bi:, ba:,
bo: and also bei, bou, bai, bau,bor, bio ,bes ,and bua’. The
description of the diphthongs sounds depends on four main
points: (a)The type of diphthongs (b) position of the tongue
(c) Position of the lips (d) opening between the jaws. The
English diphthongs are three groups: which end in /o/, /t/, and
/ v/ sounds. (See Figure 1 diphthongs main groups below).
In addition to, (Crystal, David, 2008.p,84) defined diph-
thong as ‘A term used in the Phonetics classification of vow-
el sounds on the basic of their manner of articulation: it re-
fers to a vowel where there is a single perceptual noticeable
change in quality during syllable, as in English beer, time,
loud’. Furthermore, (Malik, Munawar, 2012, p. 57) defined
“A diphthong may be defined as a vowel which changes its
quality in the course of its production: it begins as one vowel
and end as another. It is on account of this reason that a diph-
thong is indicated in phonetics transcription by writing two
symbols, the first symbol showing the starting position of the
tongue and the second symbol showing the final position of
the tongue”. (Ramelan,1999, p.59) stated that “a diphthong
is a vowel sounds in which there an intentional glide is made

from one vowel position to another vowel position, and
which is produced in one single impulse of breath”. Accord-
ing to, (Ogden,2009,p.64) defined “Diphthongs are mono-
syllabic vowels which have two discernibly different points,
one at the start and one at the end”.

DIPHTHONG CENTERING ENDING /9/

The Centering Diphthong /13/.

This diphthong sound is a central position; the tongue moves
from /1/ towards the position of the vowel /o/. The lips position
changes from neutral to a bit rounded. The jaws are narrow at
the beginning and then increase. (See figure 2). Example of
this /19/ sounds as in fear, dear, clear, ear and here.

Centering Diphthong /ed/.

This English diphthong glide /ea/ we can say that it is center-
ing, the tongue starts near half-open position and then moves
to vowel /o/towards the vowel /e/. The lips are in a neutral
shape. The jaws are medium as in there, prepare, stair, bare
and bear and hair. See (figure 3) below.

Centering Diphthong /093/.

The diphthong /va/ is from the back half-close position, the
tongue moves from /v/ to the direction of the vowel /o/. The lips
change from loosely rounded to neutral. The jaws are medium
in the beginning and then increasing. (See figure 3). Examples
as in Europe, mature, secure, poor, your, pure, and manicure.

CLOSE DIPHTHONGS ENDING /1.

Close Diphthongs Ending /er/.

This type of English diphthong /er/ is close narrow, and the
position of front half open/e/. The tongue moves from the
central direction /v/. The lips spread and more open at the be-
ginning and then end. The jaws start at medium position and
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Figure 1. Shows English diphthongs main groups.
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Figure 2. Shows diphthong centering ending in /19/ sounds.
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Figure 3. Shows centering diphthongs /vo/ sounds.

end narrow. (See figure 3) below. We can find this diphthong
as in late, remain, day, aim, sail, and paint.

Close Diphthong Ending /ay/.

In this English diphthong / a1 / the tongue starts from open
central and moves toward vowel /1/ to build /a1/ diphthong.
The lips are changed from neutral to spread position during
the pronunciation. The jaws start wide and endless. As in
pride, type, rice, like and fight. See (figure 4) below.

Diphthongs Close Ending /ov/.

This diphthong /o1/ from the position of a rounded half- open
back vowel, the front of the tongue raises at near back half-
open position and moves from /3/ towards vowel the direc-
tion of /1/. The lips start open and then spread. The jaws start
wide and then become less. As in employ, avoid, oil, lawyer,
spoil. See (figure 4) below.

Closing Diphthongs Ending /v/sounds.

Closing Diphthongs Ending /5u/sound.

This English glide begins at the central position of vowel /o/
and moves in the direction of the vowel /u/ (see figure 5 be-
low). The tongue position is near half-close, lips are round-
ed and the jaws are medium. We can find this diphthong in
words as in do, foe, boat, coast, low, know and toe. See (fig-
ure 5) below.

Closing Diphthong ending /av/.

This English diphthong is close wide, it starts between back
and front open position, and the tongue moves from /a/ in the
direction of /u/ vowel. The lips are neutral at the beginning
and rounded at the end. The jaws are wide as in words owl,
out, loud, how and cow. See figure 5 below.

METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY

In this study the researcher used Statistical Analytical
Method to analysis students’ data. The researcher used oral

Figure 4. Shows centering diphthongs /e1/ sounds.
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Figure 5. Shows closing diphthongs ending /ov/ and /av/
sounds.

recorded test as main tool to collect the students’ data. Also,
written test took place to support the oral recorded test re-
sults. The researcher analysed the data by SPSS program,
Social Package for Scientific Sciences.

Participants

The participants of the study consisted of twenty-five uni-
versity students who study English language as their major
specialization. They were randomly selected from the Fac-
ulty of Sciences and Arts level five and six, in Almandag, at
Albaha University in Saudi Arabia. Their ages average be-
tween twenty to twenty-three years old. All of the students
speak Arabic language as (L1).

Tools of the Study

The researcher used oral recorded and written tests as
tools to collect the data. Students asked to pronounce cer-
tain words (twenty-five words) which contain diphthongs
sounds and compare them with the (SPSS) Standard British
Pronunciation.

Procedures

Saudi students asked to pronounce twenty-five words on
written sheets contain diphthongs sounds. Also, a written test
took place for the same words, to put them into two columns
correctly. The researcher recorded, corrected and compared
students’ recorded tests results with Standard British Pro-
nunciation. The written test corrected manually and analysed
by the SPSS program.

LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

This study is limited for English language students at En-
glish department, Faculty of Sciences and Arts at Albaha
University in Almandag, Saudi Arabia. This study took place
in the academic year 2019-2020.
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DATA ANALYSIS

The data of this study collected in the second semester of
2019-2020 by two tools. The first one was direct oral recorded
test. The second one was written test to support the oral re-
corded test results, both tests analysed by the SPSS program.
The researcher used twenty-five words as data for both tests.
The tests’ results corrected out of 100 marks, 4 marks for each
correct answer. The final results of the oral recorded test dis-
cussed because, the study concerned about pronunciation. The
written test mentioned without specific details just the overall
results to avoid confusion and the final results were as follow:

Centering Diphthong Ending in 139/, /e3/ and /09/ Sounds
Recorded Test.

Centering diphthongs ending in /19/, students pronounced
words contained /19/, /ed/ and /va/sounds. There were three
certain words ending in /19/, ear, here and fear. The word
ear results were as follows; the correct answers were 8.0%
which meant 32.0% and the wrong answers were 17.0%
which meant 68.0%. The word here 8.0% of the answers
were correct and 17.0% wrong answers which indicated
32.0% correct and 68.0% were wrong answers. The word
fear scored 9.0% correct answers which meant 36.0% and
16.0% wrong answers which meant 64.0% were wrong an-
swers. (See table 1 below for oral recorded test and table 2
for written results in general).

Centering Diphthongs Ending in/ ea/.

Four words included in this part bare; square, hair and bear.
The students’ results were as follows; bear 12.0% were correct

Table 1. Words contain /19/ sounds oral recorded test.

answers and 13% were wrong, which meant 48.0% correct
and 52.0% were wrong answers. The word squire scored 9.0%
correct answers which meant 36% correct and 16.0% wrong
answers which targeted 64.0% wrong answers. The word hair
scored 7.0% correct answers which meant 28.0% and 18.0%
were incorrect answers which indicated 72.0% were wrong
answers. The last word bear scored 11.0% correct answers
which meant 44.0% and 14.0% were wrong answers which
meant 56.0% were wrong answers. (See table 3 general oral
recorded test) Also see table 4 for general written test).

Centering Diphthongs Ending in/ v9/ sound.

This part contained three words pure, secure and manicure.
The word pure targeted 10.0% correct answers which scored
40.0% and the wrong answers were 15.0% which meant
60.0%. The word secure scored 11.0% were correct answers
which indicated 44.0% of the total answers and 14.0% wrong
answers which meant 65.0% wrong answers. The word man-
icure results were 10.0% correct and 15.0% wrong answers
which meant 40.0% correct and 60.0% were wrong answers.
(See table 5, below for oral test results and table 6 for written
test results in general)

The overall results of the oral recorded test to these
three centering diphthongs were 33.3% correct answers and
66.7% were wrong answers to the words end in /13/ sounds.
The words contained /ea/ sounds scored 39.0% correct and
61.0% wrong answers. The /va/ sound words scored 41.3%
correct answers and 58.7% wrong answers. See figure 6 be-
low overall recorded oral test results of the centering diph-
thongs sounds. The total results of the written test were /
19/ 40.0% were correct and 60.0% were wrong answers. The

Test ear here fear /13/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 8 32.0 8 32.0 9 36.0 333
Wrong 17 68.0 17 68.0 16 64.0 66.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 2. Shows written test results in general for the /e1/ sounds.
Test ear here fear /13/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 10 40 11 44 9 36 40.00
Wrong 15 60 14 56 16 64 60.00
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 3. Shows oral test general results.
Test bare square hair bear /ea/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 12 48.0 9 36.0 7 28.0 11 44.0 39.0
Wrong 13 52.0 16 64.0 18 72.0 14 56.0 61.0
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
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words contain /ea/ sounds scored 35.0% correct and 65.0%
were wrong answers. Lastly, words contain /uvo/sounds tar-
geted 34.7% correct and 65.3% were wrong answers. (See
figures 6 and 7 for overall written test results)

Closing Diphthong Sounds Ending in /1/.

There are five closing diphthong sounds three end in /1/; /
er/, /ar/, /a1/, and two end in /u/: /ou/ and /av/. The close end

Table 4. Shows written test in general results.

diphthong /er/ contained three words sail, late and remain.
The word sail scored 12.0% right answers which accounted
for 48.0% of the total answers and 13.0% wrong answers
which meant 52.0% of the total answers. The word late grad-
ed 14.0% right answers which marked 56.0% and 11.0%
were wrong answers which meant 44.0%. Lastly, closing
diphthong word remain targeted 11.0% correct answers
which meant 44.0% and amounted 14.0% wrong answers
which indicated 56.0% wrong of the total answers. Table 7

Test bare square hair bear /eda/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %

Correct 9 36 10 40 8 32 8 32 35.00
Wrong 16 64 15 60 17 68 17 68 65.00
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 5. Shows words contain /va/ sound oral recorded test.
Test pure secure manicure /va/ sound

Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 10 40.0 11 44.0 10 40.0 41.3
Wrong 15 60.0 14 56.0 15 60.0 58.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 6. Shows written test results of /vo/ sound for same words.
Test Pure secure manicure /u3/ sound

Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 9 36 9 36 8 32 34.7
Wrong 16 64 16 64 17 68 65.3
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%

80
70 66.7
m Correct
m Wrong

hial sound

/ea/ sound

/va/ sound

Figure 6. Shows the overall oral recorded test results of the centering diphthongs sounds.

70

65.0 65.3

60
50

40

30
20 -
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0 -

/18 / sound

/eal sound

m Correct

= Wrong

/val sound

Figure 7. Shows written test overall results for the same words.
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shows closing diphthong ending in /er/ oral recorded test.
The overall results of the written test in Table 8.

The closing diphthong sounds /a1/ targeted three words
sight, light and cry. The word slight which got 13.0% right
answers which meant 52.0% and 12.0% wrong answers
which meant 48.0%. The second word was light scored
16.0% right answers and 9.0% wrong answers which indi-
cated 64.0% correct and 36.0% for wrong answers. The last
word in closing was cry scored 14.0% correct answers which
meant 56.0% correct answers and 11.0% wrong answers
which meant 44.0% wrong answers of the total. (See table 9
for oral recorded test overall results and See also table 10 for
the written test overall results below)

Diphthongs closing ending in /o1/ targeted three words
annoy, boy and toy. The word annoy scored 11.0% correct
answers and 14.0% for wrong answers which meant 44.0%
were correct answers and 56.0% were wrong answers. The
word boy got 12.0% correct answers which meant 48.0%
and 13.0% wrong answers which meant 52.0%. Lastly, the
word toy targeted 11.0% correct answers which meant 44.0%
and 14.0% wrong answers which meant 65.0% of the total
answers. (See table 11 for oral recorded test results. Also,
table 12 for written test overall results too)

The overall results of these closing diphthong sounds
ending in /1/ for the oral recorded test as follow /er/ sounds
the total correct answers were 49.3% and the total wrong

62.7

/el/ sound

62.7

/ai/ sound

m Correct

= Wrong

/ 21/ sound

Figure 8. Shows written test overall results for the same diphthongs sounds.

Table 7. Shows oral recorded test closing diphthong ending in /er/ sounds.

Test sail late remain /e1/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 12 48.0 14 56.0 11 44.0 49.3
Wrong 13 52.0 11 44.0 14 56.0 50.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 8. Shows written test overall results.
Test sail late remain /e1/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 11 44 8 32 9 36 373
Wrong 14 56 17 68 16 64 62.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 9. Shows oral recorded test closing diphthong ending in /ar/sound.
Test sight light cry /a1/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 13 52.0 16 64.0 14 56.0 57.3
Wrong 12 48.0 9 36.0 11 44.0 42.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 10. Shows written test overall results for the exactly words.
Test sight light cry /a1/ sound
Freq Y% Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 10 40 10 40 8 32 373
Wrong 15 60 15 60 17 68 62.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
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answers were 50.7%. The /ar/, 57.3% were total correct
answers and 42.7% were wrong answers. The diphthong
words end in /o1/, 45.3% correct answers and 54.7% were
incorrect answers. See (Figure 7) below for oral recorded
test overall results. The written test general results as fol-
lows; /e1/ sounds the total correct answers were 37.3% and
the total wrong answers were 62.7%. The words ending in /
a1/ sound, 37.3% were total correct answers and 62.7% were
wrong answers. The diphthong words end in /o1/, 38.7% cor-
rect answers and 61.3% were incorrect answers. Also, see
(figure 8) for written test overall too.

Closing Diphthongs Sounds Ending in /ov/.

The two diphthongs closing ending in /u/ are /ou/ and /av/
sounds. The /ou/ contained three words foe, toast and know.
The first word foe scored 10.0% correct answers and 15.0%
wrong answers which means 40.0% correct and 60.0% were
wrong answers. The word toast got 12.0% correct answers
which means 48.0% and 13.0% wrong answers which means
52.0%. Lastly, the word know targeted 14.0% correct an-
swers which meant 56.0% and 11.0% wrong answers which
balanced 44.0% of the total answers. (See table 13 for clos-
ing diphthong sound ending in /u/oral recorded test results.
Then see Table 14 for written test overall results too).

The closing diphthong sound /av/ contained three words
loud, now and owl. The first word loud which measured
13.0% correct answers and 12.0% as wrong answers which
indicated 52.0% and 48.0% for correct and wrong answers.
The second word now targeted 13.0% right answers which
meant 52.0% and 12.0% wrong answers which meant
48.0%. The last word was owl scored 11.0% correct answers
which meant 44.0% and 14.0% wrong answers which meant
56.0% wrong answers of the total answers. (See table 15 for
oral recorded test results. See also table 16 for written test
results too).

The overall results concerning the oral recorded test of
the closing diphthong sound /ov/ were 48.0% correct an-
swers and 52.0% were wrong answers. The closing diph-
thong sound /av/ overall 49.3% correct and 50.7% were
wrong answers. See figure 9. Also, for written test total
results /ov/ sounds 32.0% for correct 68.0% were wrong
answers. The /av/ sounds words scored 32.0% correct and
68.0% for wrong answers. See figure 10 for the overall re-
sults of the written test. See also, table 17 for the summary of
oral recorded test overall analysis. table 18 shows summary
indicated the overall analysis results of written test too. Also
see figure 11 a summary of all diphthongs sounds recorded
test results. Figure 10 shows a summary of overall written
test results of diphthongs sounds.

Table 11. Shows oral recorded test closing diphthongs g ending in /o1/sounds.

Test annoy boy Toy /31/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 11 44.0 12 48.0 11 44.0 453
Wrong 14 56.0 13 52.0 14 56.0 54.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 12. Shows written test overall results.
Test annoy boy Toy /31/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 9 36 10 40 10 40 38.7
Wrong 16 64 15 60 15 60 61.3
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 13. Shows oral recorded test closing diphthong ending in /ou/sounds.
Test foe toast know /3v/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 10 40.0 12 48.0 14 56.0 48.0
Wrong 15 60.0 13 52.0 11 44.0 52.0
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 14. Shows written test overall results for the same words.
Test foe toast know /au/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 7 28 8 32 9 36 32
Wrong 18 72 17 68 16 64 68
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
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Table 15. Shows the closing diphthong sound /av/oral recorded test results.

Test loud now owl /av/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 13 52.0 13 52.0 11 44.0 493
Wrong 12 48.0 12 48.0 14 56.0 50.7
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 16. Shows closing diphthong sound /av/ written test results.
Test loud now cow /av/ sound
Freq % Freq % Freq % Total %
Correct 7 28 9 36 8 32 32
Wrong 18 72 16 64 17 68 68
Total 25 100 25 100 25 100 100%
Table 17. Shows summary of overall diphthongs sounds oral recorded test results.
Test Centering Diphthong Closing Diphthong
/13/ sound /ea/ sound  /09/ sound /er/ sound  /a1r/ sound /31/ sound /au/ sound  /av/ sound
Correct 333 39 41.3 493 57.3 453 48 493
Wrong 66.7 61 58.7 50.7 42.7 54.7 52 50.7
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
Table 18. Shows overall results of the written test of all diphthongs sounds.
Test Centering Diphthong Closing Diphthong
/13/ sound /ea/ sound  /09/ sound /er/ sound  /air/ sound /31/ sound /au/ sound  /av/ sound

Correct 40 35.0 34.7 37.3 373 38.7 32 32
Wrong 60 65.0 65.3 62.7 62.7 61.3 68 68
Total 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%

53

52

51

50 m Correct

49 m Wrong

48 -

47

46 -

/ev/ sound /av/ sound

Figure 9. Shows overall oral recorded test result of the closing diphthongs sounds end in /ov/ and /av/ sounds.

80

60

40

20 -

0 -+

/ov/ sound

/av/ sound

m Correct

m Wrong

Figure 10. Shows written test overall results of the closing diphthongs sounds end in /ov/ and /av/ sounds.

DISCUSSION OF THE STUDY

The first hypothesis in this study Saudi students pro-

This section will present and discuss results of the data anal- ~nounce words contain centering diphthongs end in /o/ sounds
ysis in relation to the three study questions and hypotheses ~ correctly. There were certain words targeted centering diph-
stated before. thong sounds which included /19/, /ea/ and /vo/sounds. Ten
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Figure 11. Shows summary of overall diphthong sounds oral recorded test.
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Figure 12. Shows overall results of diphthongs sounds end in /1/; /ev/, /av/, /o1/ sounds for oral recorded test.

words examined in this part. Three words concern with cen-
tering diphthong sounds /19/, ear, here and fear. See (table 1
oral test) and (table.2 for written test). The three words over-
all scored ear 32.0% correct answers and 68.0% wrong an-
swers. Also, the word here 32.0% correct answers and 68.0%
wrong answers. The last word fear marked 36.0% correct an-
swers and 64.0% wrong answers. The /ea/ word bare scored
48.0% correct and 52.0% wrong answers. The word square
scored 36.0% correct and 64.0% wrong answers. The word
hair targeted 28.0% correct and 72.0% wrong answers. The
word bear scored 44.0% correct and 56.0% wrong answers.
See (table 3 oral test) and (table 4 for written test). The last
centering sounds /va/. The results were pure 40.0% were
correct answers and 60.0% were wrong answers, secure
44.0% correct and 56.0% were wrong answers. The word
manicure rated 40.0% were correct answers and 60.0% were
wrong answers. See (Figures 5 oral test) and (table 6 written
tests) above for specific details.

To conclude, the overall results of these three center-
ing diphthongs were 33.3% correct answers and 66.7% were
wrong answers to words end in /13/ sounds. The words con-
tained /ea/ sounds scored 39% correct and 61% wrong an-
swers. The /vo/ sound words scored 41.3% correct answers
and 58.7% wrong answers. See (figure 6) overall oral record-
ed test. The written test overall results as follow; /1a/, words
sounds scored 40.0% correct and 60.0% wrong answers. The
words end in /es/ sounds scored 35.0% correct and 65.0%
wrong answers. The last, /va/ words sounds targeted 34.7%
wrong answer and 65.3% wrong answers. See (figure 7)
overall written test. By looking at the overall results to cen-
tering diphthong sounds no results scored over 50%, if we

go back to the study question; do Saudi students pronounce
words contain diphthongs words ending in /o/ sounds cor-
rectly? The results arrived to Saudi students faced problems
in pronouncing centering diphthong sounds contain diph-
thongs end in /o/ which included /19/, /ea/ and /va/sounds.

The second hypothesis of this study they pronounce
words contain diphthongs ending in /1/ sounds without mis-
takes. By looking to the /er/ sounds results the word sail
48.0% correct and 52.0% wrong answers. The word late
56.0% correct and 44.0% wrong answers. The last word re-
main targeted 44.0% correct and 56.0% wrong answers. See
(figure 7 oral test) and (figure 12 for the written test). The
word contain /ar/sounds their results as follow; sight 52.0%
correct and 48.0% wrong answers. The word light 64.0%
correct and 36.0% wrong answers. The last word cry target-
ed 56.0% correct and 44.0% wrong answers. See (figure 8
oral test) and (figure 9 for written test). Words contain /o1/
sounds annoy 44.0% correct and 56.0% wrong answers. The
word boy 48.0% correct and 52.0% wrong answers. The last
word toy targeted 44.0% correct and 56.0% wrong answers.
See (table 11 oral test) and (table 12 for the written test).

By looking to the overall results we found that /er/ scored
49.3% correct answers and 50.7% wrong answers. They just
passed in words contain /a1/, scored 57.3% correct answers
and 42.7% wrong answers. Also, words contain /o1/ sounds
targeted 45.3% and 54.7% for correct and wrong answers.
See (figure 12 overall recorded test). The written test overall
results as follows /e1/ sounds correct answers were 37.3%
and the wrong answers 62.7%. The words end in /a1/ sound
scored 37.3% correct answers and 62.7% for wrong answers.
Lastly, the words end in /o1/ sound targeted 38.7% correct
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and 61.3% for incorrect answers. See (figure 8 overall writ-
ten test).

To conclude, the overall results we found that no results
scored over 50.0% for correct answers for both tests. Con-
cerning the study question do they pronounce words contain
diphthongs ending in /i/ sounds without mistakes? For the
above results, Saudi students face problems in pronouncing
words contain diphthongs end in /er/ and /01/ except words
contain ar/sounds.

The third hypothesis students pronounce words con-
tain diphthongs end in /u/ sounds accurately. The word end
in /ou/ sounds foe, toast and know their results as follow;
foe 40.0% correct and 60.0% wrong answers. Toast 48.0%
correct and 52.0% wrong answers. The word know scored
56.0% correct and 44.0% wrong answers. See (table 13 oral
test ) and (table 14 the written test). Lastly, words contain /
avu/; loud 52.0% and 48.0% for correct and wrong answers,
now 52.0% correct and 48.0% wrong answers and owl
44.0% correct and 56.0% wrong answers.

The overall scored of the closing diphthong soun d /
ou/ were 48.0% correct answers and 52.0% were wrong
answers and the closing diphthong sound /av/ overall
49.3% correct answers and 50.7% were wrong answers.
See (figure 9 overall oral test). The written test overall re-
sults /ou/ 32.0% correct and 68.0% were wrong answers.
The words end in /au/ also scored 32.0% correct and 68.0%
incorrect answers. See (table 11 the oral written test). Re-
lating to the study question do Saudi students pronounce
words contain diphthongs ending in /u/ sounds accurately?
By looking to the overall results we found that the students
face problems in pronouncing words contain /ou/ and /av/
sounds.

FINDING OF THE STUDY

This study arrived at the following findings: Saudi students
faced problems in pronouncing centering ending in /19/,
/ea/ and /va/sound. They mispronounced diphthongs words
contain closing ending in /e1/, /a1/ and /o1/ sounds. Students
did not have enough ability to pronounce diphthongs closing
ending in /ov/ and /av sounds.

CONCLUSION OF THE STUDY

To conclude, this study reflected the problems of pronounc-
ing English diphthongs sounds by some Saudi students. It
discovered that there were problems in pronounce diph-
thongs words end in /o/ and /1/ sounds. Also, this study re-
vealed that students face difficulties in pronouncing English
diphthongs words end in /v/. In addition, it considered as a
reference to correct students’ pronunciation problems.

RECOMMANDATIONS OF THE STUDY

The researcher recommends the following:

1. Saudi students need more exercises about centering
diphthong sounds.

2. They need more practices about closing diphthongs in
general.

3. Saudi students highly need to check their dictionaries to
correct their pronunciation.

4. English club to control pronunciation problems and find
solutions.

5. A specific course of pronunciation starting from semes-
ter one until eight.

REFERENCES

1. A, S. Hornby. (1995). Oxford Advanced Learners’ Dic-
tionary of Current English, Fifth Edition (New York:
Oxford University Press), (P. 928).

2. Crystal, David. (2008). Dictionary of Phonetics and Pho-
nology, Cambridge university press, London, (p. 146).

3. Jeremy, Harmer. (2006). The Practice of English Lan-
guage Teaching, Third Edition), England: Longman,
(P.183).

4. Malik, Munawar. Ali. (2012). An Approach to The Study
of Linguistics. Lahore. Pakistan. (P.57).

5. O’Connor, J.D. (1980). Better English pronunciation,
Cambridge university press, London. (P.84).

6. Ogden, Richard. (2009). Introduction to English Pho-
nology. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press Ltd.
(P.64)

7. Ramelan. (1999). English Phonetics. Semarang: CV.
IKIP Semarang Press. (P.59).



Pronunciation Problems of English Diphthongs Sounds Encountered by Saudi Students at Albaha University,
Saudi Arabia. A case Study in Almandag 47

APPENDIXES

Appendix 1: Oral recorded test form
Pronunciation of English Diphthongs Sounds and Model Answers.
Students are asked to show the correct pronunciation of diphthong sounds in certain words.

Secure Pure Toast Toy bear
Sight Sail manicure Here owl
Ear Fear foe now late
Annoy Cry loud sight square
Remain Know bare hair boy

Model Answers of the words Pronunciations.

19 ed 09 el ar )| 0 aov

ear bare Pure sail sight annoy foe loud

here square secure late light boy toast now

fear hair manicure remain cry toy know owl
bear

Appendix 2: Model of pronunciation writing test.

Students were asked to write the words’ pronunciations in certain column.

secure Pure toast toy Bear
sight Sail manicure here Owl
ear Fear foe now Late
annoy Cry loud sight Square
remain Know bare hair Boy

Model answers of writing words in the correct columns.

ed | 6] 0d el ar b) 0 aov
ear bare pure sail sight annoy foe loud
here square secure late light boy toast now
fear hair manicure remain cry toy know owl

bear
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Appendix 3: Answers of words’ pronounced by Saudi students

Word Transcriptions Phonetics Symbols
1- fear UK /frar/ US /fir/ 10
2- bare UK /bear/ US /beor/ eo
3- square UK /skwear/ US /skweor/ eo
4- ear UK /1ar/ US /iar/ 19
5- here UK /hrar/ US /hiar/ 12
6- bear UK /bear/ US /bear/ eo
7- hair UK /bear/ US /bear/ eo
8- pure UK /pjuar/ US /pjor/ 09
9- secure UK /st'kjoar/ US /st 'kjoor/ 09
10- manicure UK /'men.r.kjoar/ US /'men.s.kjor/ 0o
11- remain UK /r1'mem/ US /r1'mem/ er
12- late K /lert/ US /lert/ er
13- sail UK /se1l/ US /seil/ er
14- cry UK /krar/ US /krar/ a1
15- height UK /hart/ US /hart/ ar
16- sight UK /sart/ US /sait/ ar
17- boy UK /bor/ US /bor/ o1
18- toy UK /tor/ US /tor/ a1
19- annoy UK /2'nor/ US /o'nov/ a1
20- foe UK /fov/ US /fou/ U
21- toast UK /taust/ US /toust/ U
22- know UK /nau/ US /nou/ U
23- owl UK /avl/ US /avl/ av
24- now UK /nav/ US /nav/ av
25-1oud UK /lavd/ US /lavd/ av




